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Publisher   Tom Ratowski 
 
 
Your Street Sheet is a bi-monthly publication. 
Please contact us for stories, photos, and technical 
articles. 
 
Any pictures that you see on any issue of the Street 
Sheet can be emailed to you in  high quality .jpg 
format, suitable for printing and framing. Just 
contact me at tratowski@adelphia.net. 
   
The website has added a new forum for easier 
member communication and feedback. 
 
Visit our website for the latest in club news and 
events at: 

 
www.littleguysstreetrods.com 
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Fridays Apr. thru Sept. 
 

-Cruisin’ Grand- 
Downtown Escondido 

 
June 4th 2006 

 
-The Little Guys Mystery Cruise- 

7AM starting at the La Estancia 
  Event entry fee           $15 

Gas Raffle          $2 
 

Sunday August 6th 

 
-Rod Run 17 and Car Show-                     

Downtown Vista 
9AM to 4PM 

Pre Regis before Jul 17th $20 
At the Event   $30 

www.VistaRodRun.com 
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Our featured member in this issue is Vista resident Carl 
Carpenter. Since moving here in 1989, Carl has been a 
member of “The Little Guys Street Rods” for at least a 
year.  He has 2 boys Beau and Shane, and is married to 
wife Lena. Carl has many passions in life including 
Classic Hot Rods, Harleys and Woodworking. The 
house Carl lives in was built almost entirely by his own 
two hands. Carl has quite an impressive workshop at his 
home, which includes an 8x4 CNC router equipped 
with a six-position tool changer, along with many other 
woodworking tools. If you have ever seen a CNC router 
in action, then you know what an impressive machine it 
is. To me, the credit goes to the user of the machine, as 
it can be quite difficult to master.  

Carl has several cars in his collection including a 
1966 Chevy RS Camaro Convertible. Currently 
equipped with a 327 small black engine, the future 
upgrades include chrome GM Chevy valve covers, a 
750 Holly carb and MSD ignition. A Durashine  
Edelbrock manifold RPM intake airgap is on the 
way as well. Time to give the engine a little shine! 
Carl also would like to change the current hood with 
one that has an induction cowl. When time permits, 
a new paint scheme will later complete the new look 
Carl desires. Other cars on his to do list are a 1966 
El Camino and 1965 Chevelle Malibu Station 
Wagon.  
Carl is one of the nicest guys you will ever meet. 
Next time you see him at a garage meeting or fun 

run, be sure to say hello if you haven’t done so already. 
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On the brink of its demise, after flourishing since colonial times, the moonshine business went out in a blaze of glory and gave birth to 
another American custom--Hot Rodding. Big loads, fast cars, and tough laws all came together in the '50s and '60s in a pageant of 

high-speed chases, road blocks, wild escapes, crashes--and on rare occasions, gunplay. North Carolina resident Willie Clay Call is truly 
a pioneer to Hot Rods. 
 

Former 
bootlegger 
Willie Clay 
Call's garage 
holds the relics 
of an illicit 
business that 
flourished in the 
southern 
Appalachians in 
the mid 20th 
century. He 
stands before 
the primary 
components of a 

still, with part of his fleet of '40 Fords in the background. 
 

As American 
production 
cars became 
more and 
more powerful 
in the late 
'50s, Call went 
for faster cars 
than these ‘ 
40s. But he 
kept "haulin' a 
lot of stuff in 
those '40s." 
 
. 

 
Equipped with extra-
stiff springs to conceal 
the weight of the load, 
a '40 Ford could carry 
up to 22 cases of 
liquor, each holding 
12 half-gallon glass 
jars of moonshine. 

Call's secret weapon 
and all-time-favorite 
moonshine-hauling 
car was this '61 
Chrysler New Yorker, 
a luxury car of the 
era. In addition to a 
number of engine 
modifications, it had 
heavy-duty springs all 
around and two sets 
of shocks in the front. 

 
 
 

According to Call, the 
413 in the '61 New 
Yorker urged the car 
to 180 mph, "uphill or 
downhill, loaded or 
unloaded." Fully 
loaded with 25 cases 
of liquor weighing 
about 750 pounds, 
the car weighed close 
to 4,750 pounds. 

 

Toggle switches installed 
just below the dashboard 
near the steering column 
allowed Call to switch off 
the brake lights but leave 
the taillights burning if he 
were chased at night. 
That prevented the law 
from seeing where he 
was braking on the twisty 
roads of the North 
Carolina foothills. 

  
 
The old '40 Fords, with their flathead V-8 engines, dominated the moonshine scene until the '50s. The most frequent modification the 
moonshiners made was to replace the flathead V-8 with the biggest Cadillac engine they could find, which happened to be in the 
carmaker's ambulances.  Call would haunt auctions for Cadillac ambulances, yank the engine, bore and stroke it to get all possible 
cubic inches, and slap a supercharger on it. 
Willie Clay Call has donated cars and other moonshine and racing memorabilia to a new museum scheduled to open this year in the 
Old Courthouse building in North Wilkesboro, North Carolina. 
 

-Hot Rod 
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Bob Bryant “Best of Cruise” 
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